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Children will love climbing into the passenger seat and going pickin' -- the adventure of learning how

to see new uses for things that have been abandoned or thrown away.Â  Ride along with Sweet

Ellie Mae, a 1950 GMC truck and Katie, an avid picker, as they take a road trip from garage sales to

junk yards to find discarded items and make them beautiful and loved again.
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Katie Russell finds and restores furniture and collectibles for Shades of Shabby, her vintage shop in

Waco, Texas. She loves driving country roads (often behind the wheel of Sweet Ellie Mae!) looking

for unique finds that need her special touch. She holds a Bachelors of Business Administration from

Baylor University and a Masters in Education from Stephen F. Austin University. She worked in

public education for 30 years. She lives in Hardin with her husband, Craig. They have two sons,

Jake and Luke. Julie Weeks is an illustrator who has a private counseling practice in Groves,

Texas.Â  She holds a Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education from East Texas Baptist

University and a Masters in Education from Lamar University. She worked in public education for

seven years. She lives in Groves, with her husband Len and their daughters, Bella and Bethany.

Even knowing the author personally, my review is NOT biased.The truck 'told" the story.A book for

all ages concerning re-cycle, re-purpose, environment issuesA fun storyKeep your eyes open... a

sequel is being written.Thank you, Author Katie Russel, for a clever, story,complete with glossary,

map, bio.Colorful illustrations by Cousin Julie Weeks.Yes, Yes...



I gave this to my almost 4 year old granddaughter, and she immediately started making up her own

adventure stories with Ellie Mae. I love the idea behind this book and the imagination it inspires.

My kids love it!
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